Dr Shawn Merithew (The Family, February 26, 2007)

MAKING THE PIECES FIT

Some of you know that I have recently been working on a significant back-yard project.  My mother-in-law generously purchased a large wooden play set for my children and I have spent the lasts several weekends assembling the monster in my back yard.  One of the factors that has made it such a challenge is the fact that the stickers placed on each piece of wood were all in the bottom of the boxes.  These stickers were critical because they let the person responsible for assembly know where each of the 600+ pieces of wood go in the overall structure.  Thus, it has proved to be much more time-consuming to have to measure and rightly identify each piece before using it in the assembly.
Watching all the different pieces of this project come together has reminded me of the church.  Too often, the modern church depends on labels as it brings people into the body.  We make assumptions based upon how people measure up in our eyes instead of investing in true Christian relationships.  We become careless in making sure that each person finds their right place for growth and service in the body of Christ.  When we operate this way, we end up with an assembly nightmare – we think we have everyone in place, yet there are still unused parts on the floor around our feet.  
I want to challenge us all this week to be intentional about building relationships.  It takes hard work and forces us to get outside of our comfort zones, but the personal reward is closer fellowship and deeper love within the body of Christ.  The corporate reward is a rightly assembled body where everyone feels loved, needed, and nourished.  The kingdom reward is a church that is rightly representing Christ in the world and fervently sharing the gospel among all nations.  
Let us all commit this week to build a healthy spiritual house.  1 Pet 2:5 says, “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (ESV)  May we each offer acceptable sacrifices before our Father.

